Tom Belford

Council Petition Comments
These 8215 petitions represent a tremendous outpouring of energy. Special credit is due to Friends of Ocean Beach sponsors Chris Ryan, Linda Ryan, and Brooks Belford. Credit as well to dedicated petition-gathers of all ages, sign crews, sign protectors, those who provided sites, dozens and dozens of café and shop owners who provided collection locations, some despite harassment, funders, and of course, signers.

What does this energy represent? More than anyone in this room, you elected officials – having run election campaigns – must realize the significance of this achievement and the intensity of commitment behind it. Could any of you marshall this kind of volunteer energy? Or anywhere near this number of votes?

This energy won’t disappear at the conclusion of today’s debate. In true Hawke’s Bay spirit, we intend to bottle it … we’ll see if it mellows over the months, or, as home-made wine does from time to time, blows out the corks. 

Occasionally people have asked us why we are bothering with petitions, since the decision will most likely be made in the Environment Court anyway.

We’ve responded that there is still a critical political decision to be made. One that must be made by our elected representatives, because it is fundamentally about values. In this case, whose values are going to determine the future of Ocean Beach?

These questions of ultimate values we entrust to our elected officials, you councillors and the mayor, to decide on our behalf. They are too important to be left to bureaucrats or lawyers. They are what politics and governing are all about. 

And that’s where the signatures fit in.

Today before you is the question of whose values you will champion. Today’s decision is not about predicting which way the commissioners will go. It’s not about fallback positions. Frankly, we expect that the team of legal and expert advisers we are assembling will do a better job of protecting the public interest before Commissioners and the Court than your team will. 

Your decision is not about finding a compromise number that rewards investors and property owners for not totally destroying the beach. And it’s not about their development rights … they can keep the ones they already have. We, you, owe them nothing more than that.

Rather, your decision is simply about whose values you will embrace.
[OVER]
On the one hand, you have an overwhelming demonstration of what values the people believe should shape the future of Ocean Beach … more than 8000 people have said essentially, it’s special, leave it alone, don’t spoil it.

On the other hand, you have a small group who – putting it as charitably as I can – presume to “improve” upon the treasure that god has already given us, by transforming Ocean Beach into a small city … or as they put it, a “vibrant community.”

Here’s one look at their vibrant community [Show cartoon] The very proposition is a joke.

Your Worship, and councillors, in case you haven’t noticed, the vibrant community already exists, we are very energised, and we are saying very plainly … Ocean Beach is just fine as is! Our message to you is: Just Say NO! 

8000 people have drawn a line in the Ocean Beach sand. You can’t straddle it today. You can’t say: “We oppose the plan change, BUT …” You are either with us, or against us.

Now as it happens, I have one blank petition here with me today. Conveniently, it has 15 empty spaces. Councillors, I hope we can accept some of your signatures when this debate is over today. Wouldn’t that be a fitting end to this awesome democratic exercise? 

Thank you.

