Survey of Ocean Beach Petitioners

Final Results

Survey Question:

Here is a range of options under discussion regarding the development of Ocean Beach. Which of these options best represents your opinion of the development, if any, that would be appropriate?

	Options
	Response Percent

	1. Developing a seaside village with about 1,000 houses and

supporting commercial facilities and infrastructure, with balance of beach left in rural zone with ability to sub-divide in future.

[This summarises the Hill Country proposal.]
	<1%



	2. Allow 400-600 houses and supporting infrastructure, with

balance of Ocean Beach protected forever through a covenant.

[One might term this a "split the difference" option.]
	3%

	3. Allow limited development only at the south end of the beach, specifically prohibiting any development of the Haupouri Flats and surrounding area, creating a public reserve, and protecting all other land forever through a covenant.
	31%

	4. Allow only the sub-division that is permitted by current zoning, which might allow up to 52 or so lifestyle blocks along the entire length of the beach.
	10%

	5. Allow no more development north of the Swim Club than

exists today.


	56%

	
	


The Just Say NO! stance of Friends of Ocean Beach is supported by these results, with two out of every three petitioners supporting essentially no further development (Options 4 or 5 above). Another approximately three in ten petitioners support a position that is more protective of the Beach than the most recent Hastings Council position (Option 3 above). In addition, the intensity with which petitioners hold their views is demonstrated amply by the dozens and dozens of emailed, written and verbal comments we have received in opposition to development in the course of the petition campaign. 

Against this, Hill Country has demonstrated virtually no support beyond its base of hired consultants.

The survey was e-mailed to a sample of 876 Friends of Ocean Beach petition signers. Of these, 806 emails, or 92%, were actually delivered to recipients. Of those delivered, 335 responded by the time the survey was closed and this report was prepared, for a completion rate of 42%. This is an extremely high response rate for an online survey like this, where the norm is 10-20%. Clearly, people care about Ocean Beach!

Prepared Sunday, March 2, 11pm.

