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Two critical timelines are now in place 
aimed at restoring inpatient care at 
Cranford Hospice and ensuring effective 
future governance.

With respect to the #1 objective of the 
community, restoring inpatient service at 
the Hospice, DHB Chief Executive Kevin 
Snee at the 16 June DHB Board meeting 
again conÞ rmed that Cranford would re-
open for this purpose by November.

An entirely new management team will 
be in place when that happens, given the 
resignations of Presbyterian SupportÕs 
CEO Shaun Robinson and Cranford 
Executive Director Barry Keane.

On a second track, the DHB has 
established a process to review governance 
issues and options and recommend a 
structure for the future. The key issue to 
be decided is the future role, if any, of 
Presbyterian Support.

A discussion paper has been prepared for 
consultation. Contact the DHB for a copy.

A specially-appointed review group Ð 
Cranford Governance Development 
Group Ð has been appointed to review 
the consultation feedback and make Þ nal 
recommendations to the DHB and PSEC 
Boards. Per a recommendation tabled by 
Kevin Atkinson on behalf of the elected 
DHB Board members, the review group 
will also “consider the skills and community 
representation required by members on 
any new Cranford Governance Board and 
identify and recommend the names of 
potential members of this new Board.”

Reß ecting pressure from elected DHB 
Board members, the review panel, to be 
chaired by current DHB Commissioner, 
Sir John Anderson, has strong community 
representation. Its members are:

Representing the DHB Board Ð Kevin 
Atkinson and Dr David Barry

Representing the wide community Ð 
Mayors Yule and Arnott

Representing PSEC Ð Michael Kšnig and 
Michael Bate

Representing the medical community Ñ 
GP Jonathan Eames and nurse Laureen 
Sutherland (who is operations manager for 
Anglican Care).

The DHB Board will act on the 
recommendations at its 21 July meeting.

If you care about who should run 
Cranford going forward, use our ballot on 
the back page to express your opinion.

Cranford
Plans Move
Forward
By Tom Belford

By Tom Belford

MAYORAL RACE

DES RATIMA:  “There’s a new 
dawn coming with the advent of 
treaty settlements and with plans 
to amalgamate that will require 
different skills to maximize the 
opportunity for all parties...”

MURRAY DOUGLAS:  He’s 
possessed of intellectual 
� repower and deeply relevant 
experience, which equips him 
to provide clear thinking and 
direction in many policy and 
governance debates. 

SIMON NIXON:  “The agenda 
is driven by the mayor. If you 
change the council, but not the 
mayoralty, nothing will change.”

WAYNE BRADSHAW:  
“Sometimes it comes down to 
people just want a change. The 
longer you’re there, the more 
you might think you’re mayor 
as a matter of right, rather than 
privilege.”

LAWRENCE YULE:  “People will 
judge my nine years and say, ‘Yep, 
he’s done this, this, this, and we 
don’t like that, but overall he’s 
done a pretty good job’.”

If one measured by work ethic 
alone,  Lawrence Yule would have an 
insurmountable lead in his bid for re-
election as mayor of Hastings.

Lawrence says he devotes 50 hours a 
week to his job as mayor, excluding time 
spent on his duties as president of Local 
Government NZ (weÕll come back to that). 
And, as someone who gets around to many 
public meetings and events myself, and 
faithfully reads the mayorÕs regular activity 
reports to his Council, I see the evidence 
of that. Lawrence Yule works capably and 
doggedly on Council business and the 
projects he believes in. Grant him that.

But of course, measuring anyone as a 
candidate for re-election requires more 
than counting his time sheets É the 
real issues are values, accomplishments, 
mistakes, sensibilities, missed opportunities 
and future plans.

Further, any evaluation needs to occur 
in a rather critical context Ð who is the 
alternative?!

So, here we are, roughly three months out 
from Election Day (9 October, but voting 
papers mail on 17 September), and itÕs time 
to begin looking into how the Hastings 
mayoral race might shape up. Who are 
the leading candidates (announced or 
rumoured) and what might they offer us?

IÕve interviewed Mayor Yule and his most 
likely and formidable opponents. Here are 
some initial impressions.

MAYORAL RACE cont pg 6-7: 
Introducing  likely contenders; preview 
of major issues; vision for Hastings.

INSIDE: Rail Transport, Holding Company, Venture HB, Cape Coast, Art Galleries.

As I write, only two individuals have explicitly 
declared their candidacies Ð Lawrence Yule 
and Simon Nixon. After three terms as mayor, 
Lawrence needs no further introduction.

Simon Nixon is a self-employed video and 
television producer. He is a board member of 
HB Wine Country Tourism Assn and a trustee 
of Runway HawkeÕs Bay Trust. He has been a 
marketing and planning manager in several 
companies, as well as an orchardist.

SimonÕs chief notoriety comes from his 
years of fervent advocacy for expanding the 
regional airport É something he argues our 
local elected leaders did not push aggressively 
enough. That advocacy, and his articulation of 
Òwaste and inefÞ ciencyÓ issues, won him 7147 
votes in his 2007 campaign for mayor (against 
YuleÕs 11,117).

Incidentally, Simon indicates he will ÒprobablyÓ 
run for a Council seat as well, ÒprobablyÓ from 
the Hastings ward.

Three others have indicated their possible 
interest in running for mayor Ð Wayne 
Bradshaw, Des Ratima and Murray Douglas. 
Each, as they say, is weighing their political 
options.

2010 
Elections

Clock ticks down for election foes

Who Wants Hastings’ Top Job?
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FROM THE EDITOR
Tom Belford

Issue Updates

The Port of Napier.

This edition of BayBuzz Digest offers a 
bit of a smorgasbord.For those interested 
in local issues and politics, the main event 
fast-approaching is the election. The 
nomination window for candidates will 
open on July 23rd. And perhaps the most 
hotly-contested race will be for Hastings 
mayor. So our feature article this month, 
Who Wants Hastings’ Top Job?, focuses on 
Mayor Lawrence Yule and a number of 
possible challengers.

If there is a theme to this edition, it might 
be attempted rescues!

One issue Mayor Yule and his Council, the 
Regional Council, and candidates for these 
bodies will need to address is the fate of 
Haumoana/Te Awanga/Clifton É that is, 
the fate of the people, their communities, 
and the seacoast. There are a number of 
reasons why BayBuzz readers might shrug 
their shoulders and say, ÒItÕs their problem, 
not ours.Ó 

But in his article, Cape Coast Rescue Plan, 
Keith Newman, spokesman for Walking 
on Water (WOW), the coast communityÕs 
action group, argues for a solution to the 
erosion threat that would transform the 
ÒCape CoastÓ into a vibrant recreational and 
scenic asset for everyone in the region, as 
well as tourists.

Regional Council chair Alan Dick talks 
about another rescue effort in his article, 
Transport Choices Under Threat. Faced 
with the GovernmentÕs announcement 
that the Napier/Gisborne rail line could be 
mothballed or closed, Chairman Dick is 
marshalling the case that this possibility is a 
serious threat to the HawkeÕs Bay economy 
and safety on our roads.

Meanwhile, two of HawkeÕs BayÕs key 
institutions have been under threat.

One, Venture HawkeÕs Bay, has become 

a whipping boy of sorts for many in the 
business sector, especially in the tourism 
and hospitality business. A recent re-
organization amidst budget shortfalls has 
once again focused criticism on our regionÕs 
tourism and economic development agency. 
But VHBÕs chair Neil Kirton, in his article 
Securing the Future of Venture Hawke’s Bay, 
argues that the organization, with solid 
accomplishments under its belt, is moving 
forward in a strategically smart way.

The other institution in the news (to put it 
mildly) and in need of rescue is Cranford 
House. In Cranford Planning Moves 
Forward, I report on two critical timelines 
now in place aimed at restoring inpatient 
care at Cranford Hospice and ensuring 
effective future governance. The governance 
structure Ð chieß y an issue of eliminating 
or sharply circumscribing the role of 
Presbyterian Support Ð will be decided by 
the end of July. And DHBÕs CEO Kevin Snee 
continues to promise that inpatient care will 
return to the Hospice by November, with 
appropriate planning underway.

IÕm certain that many BayBuzz readers have 
strong opinions about the issues raised in 
these articles. So weÕve included a ÒBallotÓ 
on the back page that you can use to express 
your views (or take the same poll online at 
www.baybuzz.co.nz).

In his article Wheelers and Dealers Of 
Art , Roy Dunnnigham talks about 
the important role of art dealers, and 
“reviews” a number of the region’s 
leading galleries.

And our regular columnists Des 
Ratima, Anna Lorck, Tim Gilbertson 
and Andrew Frame (a BayBuzz online 
regular, making his print debut) offer 
their distinctive takes on issues and life 
around the Bay.

Enjoy!
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Who Owns Port?
The Regional Council proposes a new body to 
hold certain of the CouncilÕs tangible assets 
(for now, principally the Port of Napier) and 
oversee the business development of these 
assets. 

As time goes by, other assets are assumed to 
be developed by the Holding Company, such 
as the water storage infrastructure envisioned 
for Central HawkeÕs Bay and the CouncilÕs 
growing forestry holdings.

The Company would be the commercial 
structure to implement an already-adopted 
investment strategy of the Regional Council 
aimed at using a portion of its investments to 
achieve improved Þ nancial returns through 
income-producing infrastructure investments 
right here in the region.

That investment goal seems appealing. But 
the proposed Company is frightening to 
heaps of people, judging from views expressed 
at recent public brieÞ ngs and submission 
hearings. 

At this point, few of the wary admit to 
opposing the proposal outright. 

Many say they can see a rationale Ð the 
economic value of and need for strategic 
infrastructure investments in the Bay, the 
potential for higher returns (which could 
translate into more subsidization of rates), 
ability to better tap business expertise, ability 
to facilitate private investment in joint 
partnerships, tax advantages that potentially 
free-up additional income.

But many also see a variety of risks. They see 
greater Þ nancial risk in the kind of active 
business investments the Council has in mind 
(versus the traditional ÒsaferÓ term deposits, 
property leaseholds). 

Some fear the strategy, which welcomes 
private partners as investor/owners, will 
necessarily lead to privatization of assets that 
should remain forever public.

Arguably, these concerns could be addressed 
by the CompanyÕs structure and rules 
embedded in its founding statement of 
corporate intent. 

For example, the CompanyÕs Board could 
consist of a majority of elected Councillors, 
and explicit transparency rules could 
maximize public access to Company decision-
making.

But still others complain that they simply 
donÕt yet know enough to make a decision on 

the matter, one way or the other. 

They note that details about the Company 
have only very recently emerged and cannot 
possibly have been scrutinized adequately 
É either by independent experts or average 
ratepayers. And they see no reason at all to 
hurry the matter. 

Some would argue that upcoming local body 
elections provide precisely the forum in 
which this proposition should be debated and 
weighed.

Regional Councillors will make their decision 
30 June on whether or how to proceed.

For a more complete discussion of the issue, 
go to: www.baybuzz.co.nz/archives/3014

If you want to voice an opinion, use the 
“Ballot” on the back page of this paper.

Tukituki Wastewater 
Clean-up
The consent process progresses that would 
shift Central HawkeÕs BayÕs (CHB) wastewater 
discharge onto land and out of the river. 

The scheme would see CHBÕs treated 
wastewater pumped onto Regional Council-
owned land outside Waipawa. 

HBRC will begin to plant trees this winter. 
As they grow, the absorption capacity of the 
scheme will increase.

SufÞ cient land is included in the scheme 
to accommodate both wastewater and 
stormwater discharges. 

Because stormwater inÞ ltrates the CHB 
wastewater system, there have been past 
problems with sewage overß ows into the river 
from settlement ponds. Now the Regional 
CouncilÕs regulatory staff must review the 
Þ nal resource consent application. 

Then the application will be heard by an 
independent commissioner, given that HBRC 
has been a party to developing the scheme.

Stormwater Slap
Independent commissioners have imposed 
tough consent conditions Hastings Council 
will need to meet, for the Þ rst time, regarding 
stormwater discharges in local waterways. 
Great news for the environment.

Much of HastingsÕ urban stormwater runoff 
winds up in either the Karamu or Raupare 
Streams, which feed into the Clive River. 

The Commissioners concluded: ÒÉwe have 
no hesitation in concluding that the current 
ecological and amenity values of the relevant 
waterways have been adversely affected by 
stormwater discharges from urban areas.Ó 

The consent conditions require extensive 
monitoring of stormwater ß ows and 
environmental impacts; modeling and 
measuring of contaminant levels; reporting 
of high risk sites for contaminants, incidents 
of spills and illegal discharges; inspection 
records for stormwater infrastructure; and 
sediment quality sampling (e.g., for heavy 
metals). 
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While coming as no great surprise, the 
GovernmentÕs announcement that the Napier/
Gisborne rail line could be mothballed or 
closed is a serious threat to the HawkeÕs Bay 
economy and safety on our roads.

Together with three other provincial lines, 
Napier/Gisborne will be reviewed by KiwiRail 
in consultation with communities and 
customers. Its so-called Òrail turn-around planÓ 
ß ags that unless new anchor customers emerge, 
such lines will be closed or mothballed by 2012. 

The consequence would be almost total reliance 
on road transport for freight between Napier 
and Gisborne on State Highway 2 (SH2), which 
as we all know, is a secondary road at the very 
best. The third transport mode of coastal 
shipping is not viable for other than a very few 
types of bulk product.

Measured at Tangoio north of Napier, SH2 
carries an average of 2,075 vehicles per 
day, signiÞ cantly less than say Hastings to 
Waipukurau at 7,000 per day. But of the 
Wairoa trafÞ c, over 17 per cent is heavy trafÞ c, 
double the percentage south of Hastings. This 
is on a twisty, hilly route with few passing 
opportunities.

The immediate effect of two train movements 
per week being transferred to road would be an 
additional 30-50 truck movements per week.  
Maybe not that signiÞ cant in total vehicle 
movements, but materially adding to the heavy 
trafÞ c concentration.

The future though, is of real concern. Freight 
movements in general are predicted to rise 
signiÞ cantly and, in particular, the timber 
harvest from the Gisborne region is about 

to grow massively. Unless unprocessed logs 
are exported from the Port of Gisborne 
(which would be a lost opportunity in itself), 
containerised processed product destined for 
the Port of Napier will rely upon land transport 
and in the absence of rail, overwhelm the road 
system.  

A speciÞ c example is Hikurangi Forest Farms, 
which is building a major wood processing 
plant in Gisborne. Its anticipated output on 
200 container loads of processed timber per 
week can be shipped either from Tauranga, but 
preferably and most probably, from Napier, 
as long as rail transport is available. This is a 
great economic development opportunity for 
Gisborne and HawkeÕs Bay and perhaps in itself 
the salvation of the rail line.

But we and KiwiRail cannot just rely upon 
one opportunity. In the two-year period of 
grace available, more freight business must be 
secured over and above the two present train 
movements each week (mainly Ravensdown 
fertiliser to Gisborne).

Formerly, there was a daily service carrying 
general freight, sawn timber, bulk wine, fresh 
produce and meat from the Wairoa AFFCO 
works.

What happened to that trade? Unfortunately 
there has been a contraction in production 
and processing of food products in the 
Gisborne region. Another reason is perhaps 
more insidious. It appears that under previous 
ownership, prior to the Crown re-purchase, 
Toll Holdings Limited promoted the use of 
their trucking division to secure business at all 
costs Ð including the cost of loss of rail trafÞ c.  
KiwiRail does not have this conß ict as it is now 
solely a rail operator.

To its credit KiwiRail is not accepting defeat. I 
am advised that they are seriously investigating 

Bay Transport Choices
UNDER THREATUNDER THREAT

lowering the one tunnel on the line which 
prevents them from carrying hi-cube 40 foot 
containers. They can already carry 20 foot 
containers on their low loader wagons but 
the market is moving to the big hi-cubes. It is 
worth noting that the signiÞ cant new Fonterra 
business (ex-Taranaki) gained by the Port of 
Napier was only made possible by the recent 
lowering or, alternatively, Òday lightingÓ of 
tunnels in the Manawatu gorge area to carry the 
big containers.

I understand this single tunnel upgrade will 
cost less than $200,000 and the rest of the rail 
infrastructure is in pretty good condition. The 
line is one of the youngest in the country, being 
Þ nally completed as late as 1936.

Little known also is that monthly passenger 
excursion train services have been running 

this year, capitalising on the scenery which is 
as good as, if not better, than the South Island 
tourist train services.

To conclude: We must maintain choice in 
land transport modes. We need rail to keep 
competitive pricing pressure on road operators 
and vice versa. Economic development 
opportunities will be compromised without 
rail. Safety on the Napier/Gisborne road will be  
compromised with more and more trucks.

With a solution in mind, by the 24th of June 
the Mayors of Napier, Hastings and Wairoa, 
together with myself and Murray Douglas from 
the HB Chamber of Commerce will have met 
in Gisborne with Mayor Meng Foon Ð and 
most importantly Jim Quinn, CEO of KiwiRail 
and his senior executives.  We will keep readers 
posted.

By Alan Dick
Chairman 
Hawke’s Bay Regional Council 

As a voter, thinking about the upcoming local body elections, are you 
in the mood for change? Perhaps this one-minute video message 

from BayBuzz will stir your juices. It’s about transparency (or not) and 
the way the “old boy” (and “old girl”) does your public business.

To view the video, go to www.baybuzz.co.nz and click on the image.
Watch it … and resolve to change the roster in October.

The Government plans to close the rail network between Napier and Gisborne.
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Cape Coast Rescue PlanCape Coast Rescue Plan
LAST CHANCELAST CHANCE

The future hangs in the balance for HawkeÕs 
BayÕs largest coastal communities as local 
authorities, having sidestepped the erosion 
challenge for decades, decide whether the Cape 
Coast becomes a demolition zone or the key to 
putting the heart back into HawkeÕs Bay.

A win-win proposal to bring closure to the 
longstanding problems at Haumoana, Te 
Awanga and Clifton has been submitted to 
Hastings District and HawkeÕs Bay Regional 
annual plans by community group WOW 
Incorporated.

In April last year local residents were given three 
options:  Ôdo nothingÕ, Ômanaged retreatÕ or Ôhard 
engineeringÕ. Doing nothing invites destruction, 
embarrassment and a massive ongoing clean 
up cost for the region. Managed retreat, the 
progressive removal of up to 200 homes over the 
next 5-10-years, would also have huge social and 
economic impact, essentially ripping the heart 
out of these communities.
The WOW plan for protection, a Þ eld of 

As readers know, a controversy has been 
simmering over the future of the Clifton, Te 
Awanga, Haumoana coast. When heavy seas 
pound the shore, we’re treated to scenes of 
major destruction … homes endangered, 
roading lost and dangerous debris littering 
the beaches.

One’s � rst reaction – especially if not a 
resident of the area – might be one of 
sympathy … tempered by a sense that “they 
should have known better.” And when the 
issue of what to do about it arises, perhaps 
the gut reaction is … “it’s not up to the rest 
of us to bail them out.”

Another response might be, “engineering 
can’t solve the problem … global warming 
with its predicted sea level rise and more 
intense weather events will inevitably win 
the day … that coast is toast!”

When the issue � rst arose, neither the 
Hastings nor Regional Councils were keen 
to step in with a rescue plan … presumably 

re� ecting some of the attitudes just 
expressed above, and sheltered by DoC’s “let 
nature take its course” stance.

However, HDC, closer to the political 
pressure of an aroused coast constituency, 
and not ultimately in a regulatory role 
(as the Regional Council might be) was 
cooperative enough to keep the ball in play.

And “Cape Coast” residents have seized 
the opportunity. They’ve proposed a plan 
that – they insist – provides an effective 
engineering solution to the erosion threat 
at little or no incremental cost to Hastings 
ratepayers. Indeed, a solution they say would 
transform the “Cape Coast” into a vibrant 
recreational and scenic asset for locals and 
tourists alike.

BayBuzz has offered their advocacy group, 
Walking on Water (WOW), these pages to 
make their case. After reading it, use our 
ballot on the back page to register your 
opinion.

By Keith Newman
WOW Spokesperson

groynes and low level crest strengthening would 
however restore conÞ dence and hope, open 
up opportunities for community growth and 
development and for Cape Coast tourism and 
hospitality to contribute signiÞ cantly to visitor 
growth in the region.

Is The Coast Toast?

For the second year running WOW supporters � lled both HBRC and HDC council chambers to hear oral submissions on proposal 
to protect the Cape Coast. Here the gathering outside Hawke’s Bay Regional Council ahead of the presentation.

Unless urgency is given to protecting the Cape Coast from further erosion, this is what 19-year old graphic designer and 
concept artist Cody Rapley imagines might happen.

MANAGED RETREAT VERSUS HARD ENGINEERINGMANAGED RETREAT VERSUS HARD ENGINEERING

Managed retreat
Remove and relocation an initial 
40 homes plus commercial centre 
within 3-5 years, reroute water, 
electricity and create new access 
roads.

Hard engineering
Prevent erosion, build volume on 
beaches, protect private property 
and public assets and utilities 
between Clifton Rd Reserve and 
existing Tukituki river groyne

$12.7 million 
(including up to $4 for new roads 
and access ways)

$4 million (unÞ lled)
$5.5 million (Þ lled with shingle)

the land, littering rubble, concrete and rusty steel 
along our beaches. 

WeÕre also mindful that the literal ß ow-on effect 
of removing the 21 most at-risk beachside 
homes would in fact accelerate inundation of 
properties on the opposite side of Clifton Rd. 
They are the last line of defence, preventing the 
sea rolling into vineyards, orchards, farmland 
and a proposed housing development which are 
all below sea level. 

WOW, with its internationally respected coastal 
engineer, is planning the staged construction of 
seven groynes between the Clifton Rd Reserve 
down to the existing groyne at the Tukituki river 
mouth. Any downstream impact will be carefully 
managed and be capped off by the existing 
groyne, which in itself provides ample evidence 
that groynes are effective.

In stark contrast to managed retreat or do 
nothing, this carefully engineered system will 
deß ect rogue wave action, build gravel volume 
back on our beaches, and prevent further 
erosion.  

Construction can be achieved for $4 million, 
including maintenance, or just under $5.5 
million if we have to pre-Þ ll all groynes with 
metal. WOW likes the natural Þ ll approach, 
keeping gravel on our own beaches that might 
otherwise be harvested by the Awatoto shingle 
plant, while HawkeÕs Bay Regional Council 
prefers pre-Þ lling. A compromise may yet be 
reached.

The question everyone keeps asking is, Ôhow are 

WOWÕs grand plan to have both local authorities 
working together to ensure the Cape Coast has 
a vibrant future is outlined in twin submissions: 
Hard engineering not a hard decision, the 
framework for a detailed plan to save the Cape 
Coast and A Cape Coast Community Vision, a 
forward looking statement of intent to rebrand, 
beautify and invigorate the community (see 
www.capecoast.co.nz). 

WOW was advised by the Joint Councils 
Working Group on erosion that support for 
our groyne Þ eld depended on giving equal 
consideration to Ômanaged retreatÕ. Our 
subsequent research shows ÔretreatÕ will clearly 
cost far more than any groyne Þ eld. 

Part of the $12.7 million cost for stage one of 
managed retreat - about 40 homes plus the 
4 Square/Gannets Bar commercial centre - 
includes $4 million for alternative access roads, 
which the Hastings District Council is now 
prepared to put toward the groyne Þ eld.

Managed retreat is a complex beast. For a start, 
it terminally undermines property values, then 
forces residents to relocate as the sea rips away 
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you going to pay for the groynes?Õ If you add 
$2 million (half the replacement roading cost 
pledged by Hastings District Council) to the 
$3 million promised in a lawyerÕs letter from 
a local benefactor, we already have $5 million. 
The remaining $2 million from Hastings will be 
held over for a stage two protection plan for Te 
Awanga and Clifton.

From the outset WOW asked the councils 
to cover the full cost of resource consent but 
concedes it may have to dig deeper to avoid 
debates about money delaying our protection 
plan or derailing it altogether. 

Ahead of making any contribution both 
councils have engaged an independent planning 
consultant to determine if our protection 
plan can pass muster. So far the number looks 
to be around $674,000, for new ecological, 
architectural, gravel 
movement, legal and 
planning reports, a series 
of peer reviews, the Þ nal 
engineering designs and 
consent Þ ling costs. 

Current thinking is 
that process may be 
streamlined if we go 
direct to the Environment 
Court. Meanwhile 
weÕre still negotiating 
the diverse and often 
arbitrary interpretations 
of the National Coastal 
Policy Statement, the 
proposed Regional Coastal 
Environment Plan and the 
Resource Management Act. 

Over the past year weÕve 
been told hard engineering is 
prohibited, and even that local authorities have 
no say in the matter. At times we had to question 
whether our weekly committee meetings, endless 
reports, community consultation and high level 
discussions with the Joint Councils group were 
simply a waste of time. 

WOW remains positive and convinced there is in 
fact sufÞ cient ß exibility in the law to allow hard 
engineering É if it is proven to be a Ôlast resortÕ 
and Ôthe best practicable optionÕ. 
To better understand the central government 
position we called a meeting with local MPs 
Craig Foss and Chris Tremain, attended by local 
businesses and the Hastings executive team.  
They were surprised at the progress WOW 
had made, were pleased to see we were looking 
to partner with Hastings District Council, 
and offered their full support if that could be 
formalised.
Subsequently we received letter from both the 
Minister of Conservation and the Minister 
for the Environment stating that HawkeÕs Bay 
Regional Council and Hastings District Council 

wave action. The Cape Coast, with its awesome 
natural assets, rich historical heritage, Þ shing, 
boating, kayaking, surÞ ng, walking and cycling; 
the farmyard zoo, museums, award winning 
restaurants, cafes, wineries, and of course the 
gannets, represents the best the Bay has to offer. 

There doesnÕt seem to be any practical reason 
why local authorities would want to turn 
their back on this an opportunity to save an 
iconic coastal community, when the social, 

environmental, business and engineering case, 
and the long term beneÞ ts to the wider region, 
are so patently clear. 

If Hastings is the ÔHeart of HawkeÕs BayÕ then the 
Cape Coast, as a centre for tourism, hospitality 
and the creative arts, can be seen as Ôgiving 
HawkeÕs Bay an edgeÕ. However the literal edge 
is fraying and WOW is asking local councils to 
work together with the community to ensure it 
doesnÕt unravel any further. 

ABOVE: A cross section of one of the seven groynes designed by Moynihan Coastal Consultants to protect the Cape Coast.

Prime Minister John Key Dick Frizzell and Keith Newman discuss Cape Coast issues.

do in fact have full ÔdiscretionÕ in the matter.  

In other words local councils can save the Cape 
Coast if they want to. Clearly it would be simpler, 
cost less and be nowhere near as painful, if they 
worked together to back the WOW vision.

Timing is essential and WOW would like to 
get a letter of agreement signed before we get 
too far into the local body election silly season. 
One of the hurdles may be a public notiÞ cation 
and submissions process to ensure there are no 
objections from locals and the wider community.

From a ratepayer perspective, the worst possible 
news is, that unless we can Þ nd the Þ nal half 
million dollars required, rates may have to go 
up by the cost of a cup of coffee for the next 
25-years ($3 annually). I am hopeful that 
ongoing WOW fundraising may yet reduce the 
ratepayer cost to zero.

To keep things in context, what weÕre 
proposing is a massive improvement on the 
recommendations of the original Tonks Report 
which favoured Ômanaged retreatÕ with its then 
unknown costs and impacts.  This was pitched 
as the lesser of two evils; the greater being 13 
groynes at $18.5 million, 90 percent of which 
would be borne by coastal dwellers, at up to 
$300,000 per property.

The councils asked for community consultation 
and input, both of which have been provided 
through WOW. WeÕve also evolved and reÞ ned 
the groyne Þ eld option and made it practical, 
acceptable and affordable.  What weÕre giving 
back is a detailed proposal that will solve the 
erosion problem at negligible cost by building 
volume back on our beaches and giving the Cape 
Coast a Þ ghting chance for a vital future.

Moreover, our plan complements perfectly the 
proposed development of the National Cycleway 
/ Rotary Pathways Trust Cycleway along our 
beachfront. Indeed, to further enhance that 
vision, every effort must be made to protect 
the cycleway from high swells and turbulent 
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Wayne Bradshaw is a Hastings Councillor 
representing the Havelock North ward, and chairs 
the CouncilÕs Finance & Monitoring Committee. 
An accountant by training, Wayne has operated 
a variety of local businesses, including Wine 
Country Lodge and Bradshaw Estate Winery. 
He serves on the boards of the Havelock North 
Business Association and Rugby League HawkeÕs 
Bay, and is adviser to FlaxmereÕs Te Aranga 
Marae.

Wayne has developed a reputation as a budget 
scrutineer, constantly questioning spending 
priorities and practices of the Hastings Council. 
He successfully pressured HDC to set a target for 
5% in efÞ ciency savings over the past year, a goal 
that was achieved by HDC staff.

Des Ratima, the ÒmayorÓ of Whakatu, chairs the 
HDC/Maori Joint Committee of the Hastings 
Council, and is chair of the Te Aranga Marae in 
Flaxmere. He is a community worker and ex-
soldier.

Des is a strong proponent of empowering 
the marae as the focalpoint of Maori social, 
economic and political development. In his 
vision, marae should be driving activities like job 
training and health care.

Murray Douglas is CEO of the HawkeÕs Bay 
Chamber of Commerce. A town planner and 
economic policy analyst by trade, heÕs had a 
long career in local government and business, 
having been CEO respectively of the City of 
Sydney, City of Moonee Valley in Victoria, City 
of Dunedin and the Waikato Regional Council.  
He also served for eight years as CEO of Dunedin 
Holdings, which has interests in electricity, 
forestry, transport, works contracting and 
Þ nance.

Murray has a 
strong interest 
in the arts, 
including as a 
former member 
of Creative New 
Zealand Board, and is currently chair of Opera 
HB. He operates a summer fruit orchard and is 
treasurer of HB Tree Crops association, reß ecting 
his interest in diversiÞ cation into new crops, such 
as Þ gs.

As chief advocate for the HB Chamber, Murray 
has been a steady critic of councilsÕ spending 
practices and Þ scal stewardship.  

[Note: Abiding by Chamber ground rules, 
Murray is the only potential mayoral candidate 
to decline an interview with BayBuzz. Apparently 
some Chamber board members frown at the 
prospect of Murray running afoul of Mayor Yule, 
and thereby jeopardizing the ChamberÕs access 
and effectiveness as a lobbying group. A pity.]

“A council must not risk ratepayers’ money on high 
risk projects. It must limit rate increases to that 
which is sustainable by the wider community.”

“I will … maintain strict � nancial management 
of Splash Planet … and sell the Hastings Holiday 
Park and use the capital to repay civic debt.”

“I would like to see Hastings promoted as a 
retirement capital … The development of 
retirement villages is big business. Council should 
aim to meet the special needs of the retired 
community.”

These original promises illustrate the core 
ÒproblemÓ that YuleÕs erstwhile opponents see in 
his performance over three terms Ð an over-
willingness to spend, especially on what some call 
ÒmonumentsÓ, and an insufÞ cient determination 
to protect the pocketbooks of average ratepayers.

His opponents will note big spending on projects 
like the sports park and Opera House, the un-
ending substantial losses from enterprises like 
Splash Planet, and the irony that HDC recently 
rejected precisely the sort of retirement village 
that the Mayor seemed to be promoting nine 
years ago.

Referring to criticism of big projects like the 
Opera House and sports park, Mayor Yule says: ÒI 
see these as an essential part of our infrastructure 
É if someone didnÕt take the lead, they wouldnÕt 
get done.Ó He continued: ÒI have no big project 
for the next termÓ other than seeing through 
the sports park development. HastingsÕ one big 
remaining need, as he sees it, is a high quality 
hotel in the city centre, but thatÕs something for 
private developers to do.

For some of the MayorÕs opponents, the 
pocketbook issue appears to be the only issue.

Simon Nixon delights in reeling off examples 
of Council waste, inefÞ ciency, over-use of 
consultants, blossoming debt, large amounts 
spent on initiatives that never got off the ground 
(Ocean Beach, Northern Arterial Road). He talks 
about the need for a deÞ ning issue, and his, as he 
puts it, is ÒMoney, wasting money! WeÕre building 
up an accumulation of things that lose money.Ó

Wayne Bradshaw Ð with more information and 

2010 
Elections

MAYORAL
Contenders

Bay Buzz previews the likely Mayoral candidates for the coming 2010 Hastings District Council elections.

The Issues
This article doesnÕt attempt to critically examine 
the views of the candidates in great depth. That 
will come in later editions of BayBuzz Digest as 
the candidate line-up becomes ofÞ cial. Here weÕre 
simply presenting a ÒpreviewÓ of the issues most 
likely to be debated during the campaign.

 For better or worse, Lawrence Yule has a nine-
year record as mayor that sets the stage for the 
campaign. I asked Lawrence to talk about his top 
achievements over the last term, as well as his 
mistakes and future priorities.

For top achievements, he mentions:  1) slowing 
down the Air Quality Standards implementation, 
which he argues will save the Hastings 
households millions and reduce limitations on 
industrial expansion; 2) the Regional Sports Park 
(none of his possible opponents supported the 
RSP proposal); and 3) progressing development 
of regional planning, such as the HPUDS 
regional review, and a combined District Plan. 

As for mistakes? ÒIÕve made the odd mistake 
along the way. And probably the biggest political 
mistake I made was the way I originally thought 
we should resolve Ocean Beach, and I think I was 
punished for that in the last election. But thatÕs 
now behind us.Ó

And what should we expect going forward? 

LawrenceÕs priorities are: 1) continuing forward 
with the sports park (ÒIÕm not certain whether 
the velodrome decision will be made before or 
after the election,Ó he says); 2) making the case 
for amalgamation (ÒIf you sat down with a blank 
piece of paper, you wouldnÕt run things like 
thisÓ); 3) progressing an aquatics strategy and 
related facilities improvements; 4) continuing 
what he calls Òground zeroÓ work in Flaxmere 

(ÒI think this work is 
making a real difference in 
the communityÓ); and 5) 
contending with regional 
planning and funding 
for sport (ÒWeÕre too 
fragmented at the moment 

and we need to do a lot, lot more É we need 
to get our head out of the sand, decide what we 
need, and decide whoÕs going to fund whatÓ).

ThatÕs LawrenceÕs view of the agenda. And as 
Mayor, with guaranteed access to media and daily 
presence in community events, he has heaps of 
opportunity to drive campaign debate around 
the issues and opportunities he chooses over the 
coming months. But what else might be on the 
table?

Pocketbooks 
The more things change, the more they stay the 
same. Here, for example, are some excerpts from 
Lawrence YuleÕs Þ rst mayoral campaign brochure 
in 2001:

more accurate understanding of the numbers 
than Nixon Ð has chipped away for three years 
at exactly the same issues. ÒA proposal to spend 
$20,000 or $30,000 will come up and councillors 
will vote to spend it like water.Ó Noting that our 
growth is expected to come from traditionally 
low income parts of the population, he added: 
ÒMuch more spending discipline is our #1 
need.Ó And Murray Douglas, having reviewed 
every annual plan and LTCCP in detail for 
the Chamber, adds to the Greek chorus 
decrying fuzzy Þ nancial assumptions, missed 
opportunities for efÞ ciencies and shared services 
amongst councils, and poor planning.

When it comes to critiquing the Þ scal 
performance and direction of the Mayor and his 
Council, these three individuals are singing from 
the same songbook. One would be hard-pressed 
to Þ nd any signiÞ cant points of differentiation.

If pocketbook concerns prove to be uppermost 
in votersÕ minds in October, any of these three 
would be positioned to capture the ratepayer 
Òprotest vote.Ó Of course Lawrence would be 
happiest if they all ran, as they would merely 
divide the protest vote and cancel one another 
out. 

[You can use our ballot on the back page to 
indicate your mayoral preference as of today.]

Chinese Water Torture
Some campaigns are driven and decided by 
a single game-changing issue or event É a 
grievous personal gaffe or impropriety, exposed 
corruption, a spectacular policy back-Þ re. And 
if any of these occurred during the reign of 
Lawrence Yule, one would expect his opponents 
to bore in and exploit that failure.

But listening to YuleÕs potential opponents, this 
does not appear to be likely. None of the MayorÕs 
adversaries claims to have a Òsilver bulletÓ that 
would carry the day. 

Instead, in one way or another, each points to 
an accumulation of mistaken policies or missed 
opportunities as they view his record. Their 
conversations turn back again and again to 
claims of political opportunism (Òhe follows the 
windÓ), inability to Þ x lingering ÒproblemsÓ (like 
Splash Planet), missed opportunities (like shared 
services), or a perceived penchant for projects 
favoured by the communityÕs elite.

Listening to them, the ÒChinese water tortureÓ 
image comes to mind Ð itÕs the steady drip, drip, 
drip on the forehead that drives you crazy.

What Wayne discovered was a Òlot of ignored 
issues around the Council table, such as 
footpaths, halls, swimming pools É an 
accumulation of issues that needed to be 
addressed in a practical way.Ó 

Counters Lawrence: ÒPeople will judge my nine 
years and say, ÔYep, heÕs done this, this, this, and 

Urbis Et Ruris Concordia 
Town and Country in Harmony

Cont from pg 1.
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we donÕt like that, but overall heÕs done a pretty 
good jobÕ, versus someone else who will say theyÕll 
do it this way, and thatÕll be the judgment that 
people make. I donÕt know how thatÕs going to 
go, and I donÕt take that support for granted. IÕll 
stand by my record.Ó

But from WayneÕs perspective, Mayor YuleÕs 
greatest political vulnerability is Òlength of 
service. Sometimes it comes down to people just 
want a change. The longer youÕre there, the more 
you might think youÕre mayor as a matter of 
right, rather than privilege.Ó Wayne favors a two-
term limit for mayor.

Vision
One manÕs self-aggrandizement or personal 
ambition is another manÕs vision.

My own political sense is that it is insufÞ cient to 
counter a positive vision with a purely negative 
critique (unless you have the silver bullet). One 
candidate offers Camelot; the other complains 
it will require too many consultants; another 
that itÕs time to get Òback to the basics.Ó Camelot 
usually wins.

Lawrence Yule is very clear about his ambitions 
for a next term. ÒIÕve tried to set myself up 
in every term to do something that I think is 
valuable to the community É that people will 
look back and say, Ôas well as Þ xing footpaths and 
chairing meetings and having teas, there actually 
was a focus,Õ É and my focus will be trying to 
come up with a structure that makes HawkeÕs 
Bay as effective and efÞ cient as it can be É this is 
about HawkeÕs Bay competing against the rest of 
New Zealand and the world.Ó

At this early stage in the campaign, with the 
exception of Des Ratima, I havenÕt heard the 
MayorÕs potential opponents articulate much 
resembling a vision for the District. They are 
still sharpening their critiques (in the event they 
run) and havenÕt progressed to the Òvision thing.Ó 
And, of course, theyÕre entitled to make a political 
calculation that itÕs premature to reveal their 
positive plans for the District.

That said, there are some cloudy concepts taking 
shape.

Simon Nixon says he Òwants to look around 
the corner É and get a proper look into the 
future.Ó He talks of a Þ fty-year time horizon 
with substantial economic and environmental 
challenge, and the need to justify major council 
projects within that framework. He cites 
cycling infrastructure as something that Þ ts this 
foresighted approach. He sees the visitor industry 
as the area of our local economy we can most 
affect for growth and better incomes. And he 
advocates serious upgrading  of EIT to help uplift 
our labour resource.

Wayne Bradshaw talks about revitalizing 
volunteerism, better supporting and utilizing 
community organizations to meet local needs, 
and developing a Ònew modelÓ to underpin sport 
activity in the region. And: ÒWe need to build a 
foundation for economic development in the 
district,Ó he says, if we expect to be able to pay 
for Opera Houses and sports parks. That would 
include initiatives like transforming the A&P 
show grounds into a much more economically 
productive events centre. 

But perhaps Des Ratima, at this point, expresses 
the most holistic vision Ð centered around 
relationships, the environment, and cultural 
richness Ð that would motivate his campaign and 
his term as mayor. 

Playing with HastingsÕ new slogan, Des says he 
wants to Òput the heartbeat into the heart of 
HawkeÕs Bay.Ó 

His view is that Mayor Yule doesnÕt get excited 
about much other than the sports park, which 
Des believes will not meet the needs of the Maori 
community (ÒWe just need to get them on 
pushbikes,Ó he says), while giving low priority to 
far more important needs and changes that are 
coming. 

ÒThereÕs a new dawn coming with the advent of 
treaty settlements and with plans to amalgamate 
that will require different skills to maximize the 

opportunity for all parties É We really need to 
begin to understand better how we should be 
relating to one another É We need to strengthen 
the cohesion of our entire community, 
particularly in view of the Maori economic 
gains that are associated with treaty settlements 
affecting Hastings.Ó

Given this vision, itÕs not surprising that if elected 
mayor, Des would conduct the Þ rst meeting or 
hui of the new Council at 
his marae.

Remarkably, to me 
at least, Des Ratima 
is the only mayoral 
candidate who actually 
initiates conversation about the environment. 
He ticks off a number of environmental issues, 
like water, where he believes the core principle 
must be restoring natural balance. ÒOften on 
environmental issues,Ó he notes, Òit is the Maori 
argument that wins the day, but everybody 
beneÞ ts.Ó 

All the rest, including Mayor Yule, will respond 
to a question about the environment, but even 
then with little palpable passion or conviction. 
Responds Simon: ÒYeah, I do have environmental 
concerns; itÕs hard I guess to deÞ ne them. I tend 
to see them in economic terms.Ó Wayne talks 
about water when asked for an environmental 
issue.

The Þ nal element of DesÕ ÒheartbeatÓ vision is 
to amplify the role cultural tourism should play 
as a key attraction for visitors to Hastings É 
ÒHastings has the cultural stories people want; we 
just havenÕt been very good at telling them.Ó 

Leadership
Which brings us to perhaps the most subjective 
aspect of assessing the mayoral candidates É 
leadership capability and style.

LetÕs deÞ ne ÒleadershipÓ as a demonstrated ability 
to project conÞ dence, forge consensus 
and cooperation in contentious 
situations, articulate compelling goals 
and strategies, take prudent risks, and 
inspire others to follow.

Arguably, one runs for mayor to lead. 
Comments Simon: ÒThe agenda is driven 
by the mayor. If you change the council, 
but not the mayoralty, nothing will 
change.Ó

Likewise Wayne: ÒThe agenda is set by the 
mayor. ThereÕs a lot of work that goes on 
before it gets to the Council table between 
management and the mayor. Unless 
youÕre in that position to set the agenda 
and then set some proactive ways of 
achieving what you want to, you canÕt do 
it from around the Council table, youÕve 
got to do it from the mayorÕs chair.Ó

Lawrence Yule likes to project an image 
of leadership. And itÕs fair to say that he 
strongly champions the initiatives he 
favors, working to build support. 

These have tended to be Òbricks & mortarÓ 
projects Ð Pettigrew-Green Arena, the HB Opera 
House, the sports park. Regarding these, the 
Mayor says: ÒI would like people to look back 
in Þ fty years time and say Ôthese are amazing 
facilities and whoever thought about that did a 
really good job, because itÕs made a difference 
to our livesÕ. And yes IÕve got to push, to reach 
out, incur some controversy, but nothing thatÕs 
ever done of any signiÞ cance doesnÕt have that 
attached.Ó

However, his critics say that the more committed 
Lawrence is to achieving his goal, the less 
respectful he is of transparency and due process. 
The Mayor responds: ÒPeople will judge me 
by the results.Ó In this regard, we discussed the 
Higgins sports park non-tendered contract 
controversy, which I suggested might be a 
political problem. ÒNo, not a problem,Ó was 
his short and conÞ dent response. Each of his 
possible opponents is sharply critical of the 
Higgins deal, as evidence of bad judgment, at the 
least. ÒA disgusting performance É itÕs one small 

step from this to something more underhand,Ó 
says Simon.

Others say that the Mayor doesnÕt really lead on 
contentious issues É he reads the prevailing 
winds and then sails with them. This is how, 
for example, Des characterizes Mayor YuleÕs 
involvement in FlaxmereÕs probation centre 
controversy É a late arriver, not a leader. 
Simon would say the same about the MayorÕs 

evolving stance 
on Haumoana/Te 
Awanga restoration. 
Others say that 
the MayorÕs most 
signiÞ cant political 
gift is his ability to 

make people think that he supports their cause 
or position, when the reality too often proves 
different. Claims Simon: ÒLawrence is a great one 
for implying promises to people, but failing to 
deliver.Ó

And still others say that leadership requires 
total commitment to one job, that of mayor, 
while Lawrence has competing priorities and 
distracting demands as President of Local 
Government NZ. To this point Lawrence 
responds, ÒI am the Mayor Þ rst. The community 
needs a full-time mayor and I deliver that.Ó 

That said, ÒIÕm only now becoming aware of the 
signiÞ cance of relationships that I have and the 
ability to make things happen here, which if I 
wasnÕt President of LGNZ would be far more 
difÞ cult É The ratepayers are doing very well out 
of the contacts that I have and the relationships 
I have with Ministers now.Ó He gave HastingsÕ 
promising velodrome prospects and the delay in 
clean air implementation as examples. 

Counters Simon: ÒWhat have we got out of 
government? A prison! É Lawrence is cultivating 
his next move in the scheme of things and that is 
compromising his actions and thinking on issues 
that are important to Hastings and HawkeÕs Bay. 

substantial than a Ògadß y,Ó but also still needs to 
do more to establish his leadership potential. 

Time after time IÕve heard people say, ÒItÕs terriÞ c 
to have Wayne on the Council raising hell the 
way he does, and maybe thatÕs the best role for 
him.Ó My advice to Wayne would be É sharpen 
your mayoral vision and start Þ eld-testing it. And 
tell us some of your leadership stories. 

Murray Douglas is a curious case. HeÕs possessed 
of intellectual Þ repower and deeply relevant 
experience, which equips him to provide 
clear thinking and direction in many policy 
and governance debates. And as head of a 
constituency group populated with other strong 
personalities, doers and thinkers, one would 
expect that considerable leadership skills are 
required to herd the cats, forge consensus, etc. 

But at the same time, he seems to generate mixed 
response Ð mostly regarding style Ð within his 
core business constituency. Maybe it just goes 
with the territory É to make an omelet, break 
an egg.

Arguably, for somewhat differing reasons, each 
of these three needs to show us their passionate 
followers.

That brings us to Des Ratima. To him, leadership 
is critical. He discusses Lawrence in Churchillian 
terms É ÒMaybe Lawrence is a man for war, but 
not for peace.Ó HeÕs good for building things, 
comments Des, Òbut he has little idea of the 
complexities of really dealing with our people 
and this will be extremely important over the 
next three to six years.Ó 

Mayor Yule, in DesÕ view, Òhas difÞ culty relating 
with the middle to lower income people.Ó Where 
his administration has reached out to poorer 
communities, ÒitÕs been a reaction to pressure 
rather than desire.Ó And in Flaxmere, Des 
comments, Òthe good changes that are happening 
are coming from within the community É 
Lawrence is the beneÞ ciary of those changes, not 

the leader of them.Ó And what about Des himself? 
As noted earlier, Des plays a variety of leadership 
roles for his local community (Whakatu), his 
marae and the HDC/Maori Joint Committee 
É all of these seem to represent the ÒrewardÓ 
for commitment, work effort, and an ability to 
inspire others. 

And he is determined to play a leadership 
role in making the transition to greater Maori 
empowerment in the region through treaty 
settlements a win/win situation. 

Arguably heÕs the most proven community 
leader amongst the mayoral challengers. He has 
followers.

So there you have it É a Þ rst pass at the Hastings 
mayoral candidates. Nominations ofÞ cially open 
on 23 July and close on 20 August. So watch 
this space for further analysis of the ofÞ cial 
candidates and their campaigns.

Meantime, you can get a head start and indicate 
your mayoral candidate preference right now! 
You might in� uence who stands, or who does 
not. Use the ballot on the back page, or go to 
www.baybuzz.co.nz and vote there.

I think there are times you have to piss the Prime 
Minister off.Ó

LawrenceÕs term at LGNZ ends July 2011 and 
he says he hasnÕt made a decision on seeking the 
post again.

What about the leadership qualities of the 
MayorÕs potential opponents?

Although Simon Nixon has strongly advocated 
for airport expansion, to many that doesnÕt 
necessarily constitute leadership capability. 

As the most recent candidate to oppose Mayor 
Yule, Simon is a natural Òlightening rodÓ for 
protest voters, but he has made no effort to 
channel that constituency into involvement or 
action. Over the past three years, he has been 
invisible on policy and governance matters, other 
than occasionally Þ ring a salvo in the media. He 
has not participated in the Ògive and takeÓ around 
the very issues on which he would now propose 
to ÒleadÓ us. 

If he is a leader, as opposed to a gadß y, we havenÕt 
seen it demonstrated yet.

Wayne Bradshaw is considerably more 
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Sec ur ing t he fu t ure ofSecuring the future of

Venture HawkeÕs Bay is the mandated economic 
development agency and regional tourism 
organization for the region and is a business 
unit of the Regional Council. Venture HawkeÕs 
Bay took over these functions from the former 
HawkeÕs Bay Inc. nearly one year ago on 1 July 
2009.

Since then, Venture HawkeÕs Bay has produced 
some top quality work across a broad range of 
tourism and economic development agendas. 
Criticism of Venture HawkeÕs Bay ebbs and 
ß ows depending on the mood, political agenda 
and/or Þ nancial fortunes of a vociferous few. 
But I defy any critic to look carefully at what 
Venture HawkeÕs Bay has delivered over the past 
year and reasonably assert that good progress is 
missing.

Just click to the web site and a nonpartisan 
observer will see a good regional portal, easily 
navigated and informative.  Staff has done a 
superb job in sorting out the mess of a year ago, 
installing a cogent and professional site. Credit 
where credit is due. 

Venture HawkeÕs BayÕs innovation and 
productivity staff have secured $832,960 
from Central Government for research and 

development projects in the region over the 
past year. There is more to come. Staff have 
successfully supported the bid for national 
cycleway funding, achieving $2.6 million for this 
project, which will add importantly to the scope 
of activities available to visitors to the region.

The Grow the Bay project focuses local investors 
and entrepreneurs on business investment 
and collaboration opportunities right here 
in our region. The KEA project, which taps 
HB expatriates living and working abroad as 
ÒambassadorsÓ for the Bay, is innovative and 
successful for the region. Planning around the 
Shanghai Expo will assist to showcase HawkeÕs 
Bay businesses to the world and in China in 
particular. The Apple FutureÕs project has 
substantially enhanced the marketability of 
the regionÕs apple crop. These things donÕt just 
happen. They take a lot of effort and they cost 
money!

Despite the knockers, the ÒEverything Under 
the SunÓ tourism promotion boosted visitor 
numbers and is set to do the same in the 
shoulder season. Marketing staff produced 

the visitor guide, were active in rugby world 
cup planning, as well as events like lake to 
lighthouse, road cycling champs, off-shore 
power boating and the national singing school. 
Assistance is being provided for the world 
Optimist yachting competition next year. The 
list goes on, for those interested enough to do 
their homework before commenting.

The Venture HawkeÕs Bay board had to make 
some hard calls about the organizationÕs future. 
With Government-funded projects 
coming to an end it was entirely 
prudent of the board to move to 
meet this reality by sizing Venture 
HawkeÕs Bay according to next 
Þ nancial yearÕs revenue projections. 
The decision was made to create 
efÞ ciencies and downsize. There 
was no choice about this given 
the need to fund direct spending 
for regional promotion and our 
new events strategy, as well as to 
refocus our economic development 
activities.

This next phase of Venture HawkeÕs BayÕs 
development is a natural outcome following 
the Òsorting outÓ of the organizationÕs operating 
platform. Janet Takarangi did a superb job in 
achieving this result. But it is time to move on.

Focus on Events 
The board of Venture HawkeÕs Bay sees a 
great opportunity to develop the region as a 
top destination for events. The region has so 
much to offer with excellent climate and Þ rst 
class facilities. Events of all kinds drive visitor 
numbers and create momentum in promoting 
the region. People need to have a reason to visit 
HawkeÕs Bay and we need to add to our iconic 
events such as the Mission Concert, Horse of the 
Year, Art Deco and Harvest Festival. 

But events development takes money and 
focus to achieve the results. A project to look 
at the best possibilities and to see how other 
regions operate is part of a study just getting 
under way. The hard part is dealing with the 
old HawkeÕs Bay problem of parochial localized 
interests getting in the way of coordinating 
events activity. This is an essential ingredient in 
achieving better visitor outcomes for the region.

Venture HawkeÕs Bay is looking to invest 
heavily in events development in the coming 
year. By making the efÞ ciencies we have, we do 
not have to go back to the ratepayer for such 
development.

Water key to economic 
development 
The board of Venture HawkeÕs Bay has thought 
hard about where we should position ourselves 
around regional economic development. We 
could continue to operate at the ÒmicroÓ level, 
supporting local businesses and trying to 
promote innovation and productivity at that 
level. Or we can turn our minds to the bigger 
ÒmacroÓ picture looking at major drivers of our 
HawkeÕs Bay economy. The reality is that we are 
predominantly a primary producer. The region 
has the land, water and climate to produce food 
and trees for the world. The demand for our 
quality product is plain and obvious. 

So we are going to focus substantially on the 
ÒwaterÓ project, where the Regional Council is 
on the cusp of making a very large investment. 
The aim is to develop water storage reservoirs so 
that around 30,000 hectares of land are able to 
be irrigated. 

The role Venture HawkeÕs Bay is set to play is to 
help answer the question Ð we have got water 
but now what? There is a clear need to consider 
all the options for new and increased food 
production. The entire water project is premised 
on the promise that whatever is produced 
can be processed and marketed to the world. 
Venture HawkeÕs BayÕs new task is to study the 
options and come up with answers. 

The board of Venture HawkeÕs Bay will press on, 
thinking about our role and setting the direction 
and deliverables of the organization. We do so 
undeterred by those with their own personal 
agendas, who seek to knock what is being 
achieved at every turn.

By Neil Kirton
Chairman
Venture Hawke’s Bay

Vent ure Haw ke’s  BayVenture Haw ke’s Bay

People need to have a 
reason to visit Hawke’s 
Bay and we need to add 
to our iconic events such 
as the Mission Concert, 
Horse of the Year ... 

- NEIL KIRTON, Venture 
HawkeÕs Bay chairman.

Venture Hawke’s Bay’s animanted television advert for its “Everything Under 
The Sun” tourism campaign.
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I was driving on the expressway crossing over 
the rivers between Napier and Hastings last 
week and it dawned on me just how magic 
nature was. 

It was pouring down at the time, as it has been 
for the last few weeks, and I could not help 
but be impressed at how nature was able to 
maintain the balance between the water being 
delivered from the heavens and then applied 
to the needs of mother earth. What lay on the 
ground was over time absorbed into its conÞ nes 
and would eventually form the recharge for the 
aquifer. What was surplus to the needs of the 
real Papatuanuku was directed to the numerous 
streams and rivers and began a journey of 
replenishment and restoration along the length 
of the stream or river until it reached the shores 
and discharged into the ocean, once again to 
begin that evolving cycle of evaporation and 
rainfall. 

Fantastic! I felt like screaming. 

And then we go and stuff it all up. Not in the 
interests of improving nature but more in the 
interests of gain and wealth and greed.

Of course the real irony is when we then turn 
around and blame nature for the rains which 
cause the ß oods, which cause damage to 
property and harm to stock and humans. Well 
of course these are genuine concerns, but I argue 
that the rain is not the cause of the concerns. 

Man, in his attempts to conquer nature and 
feed his ever-increasing greedy appetite, is on 
a collision course with Mother Nature, and 
will lose. Essentially I believe that this is the 
centre of the environmental debate. It is about 
protecting nature; but more it is about curbing 
the excessive appetites of men. 

The pursuit of excessive wealth is the real enemy 
of nature. Witness the oil gushing into the 
ocean from the underground oil wells. Over 
a million gallons of oil have caused a major 
environmental catastrophe unprecedented. It is 
an environmental catastrophe because of manÕs 
greed for oil. The gases which eat away at the 
ozone layer are products of oil. 

Our pursuit for excessive wealth is the real 
concern. A man with $1million in his bank 
account is likely to be dissatisÞ ed unless he can 
grow it to $2 or $3 million. The question has 
to be, for what purpose? The answer, to feed 
the greed. The cost of greed is environmental 
pollution É environmental terrorism putting at 
risk the future of the planet. 

Nature uses balance to achieve what man 
cannot. If man were able to balance his greed 
with the need, then much of what we are 
witnessing in terms of environmental terrorism 
would cease. Of this I am convinced.  

Likewise, it could also be said that control the 
greed and reduce the need and our environment 
will look after us. A drive in the country side 

on a rainy day is a wonderful way to reß ect and 
achieve without the greed.    

If $100 dollars meets the need, why then do we 
put at risk our environment and our future to 
pursue the greedy need of having $500? Unless 
this is a contribution to achieving a balance and 
we give the other $400 to those with less than 
$100. 

ÔAh, socialist!Õ I hear the sceptics cry. ÔAh, 
environmentalist!Õ I might shout in reply. 

Nature provides in a balanced way for the needs 
of animals, birds, Þ sh and man. It has done so 
from the beginning and now struggles to do so 
into the future. The difference has been ManÕs 
greed. More buildings, more land taken. More 
roads, more land taken. More industry, more 
land taken. More leisure activities, more land 
taken. And with the loss of land is a loss of the 
balance provided by nature. More of one thing 
implies less of another thing, thus the balance is 
disturbed. Environmental harm is the inevitable 
result.

We do not need more than we need. What we 
do need to do is always strive to maintain the 
balance. 

Finally, on a completely different note, reß ecting 
upon the marketing HawkeÕs Bay theme of last 
monthÕs BayBuzz Digest, I would like to make a 
case for cultural tourism. 

I am aware that the age and criteria of our 
visitor is changing, as is also the purpose for 
traveling. They want the real deal. Authentic 
cultural tourism. 

Hakakino at Waimarama is our shining example 
of how successful this form of tourism can 
be. So where are the Maori cultural tourism 
destinations? Where are the initiatives that 
translate into tourism opportunities, and where 
is the leadership in this arena. Maori must look 
to themselves for the answers. This is not the 
time to be shy. Rugby world cup is beckoning 
less than one year away. I donÕt see leadership 
or energy other than Hakakino, and I think that 
this is appalling. 

Des Ratima
Columnist

Environmental Terrorism When I Was One

Anna Lorck
Columnist

And yes, just like Christopher Robin, sometimes 
we wish we could stay six forever and ever.  ItÕs a 
great age because weÕve worked out how much 
fun it is being ÒmeÓ.  But we do grow up, and 
when weÕve grown up we are meant to know, 
and play by, the rules.

As parents we have responsibilities Ð we must 
teach our children right from wrong, and we 
must do this by demonstrating there are always 
consequences for our actions Ð good and bad.

One of the lessons I learned early in my teenage 
years was Ð tell the truth. ItÕs a life lesson that 
Dad taught me, when he tackled a deÞ ant, 
rebellious teenager Ð who was bending and 
breaking the rules whenever she could.

Like many teenagers I wanted to go to a party, 
and my parents were out. Having recently gained 
my licence (that means freedom) I could see 
no reason why I couldnÕt just take the other 
car. Being a bright teenager I knew there was 
no point asking mum and dad. I knew the only 
response any responsible parent (I did hold them 
in that regard) would ever give was... No! But 
what they didnÕt know, wouldnÕt hurt them.

 So I took the keys, drove some 30kms out to the 
party in the country, picking up some friends 
along the way. Once there I was pretty much on 
tenderhooks. I knew I couldnÕt stay long, mum 
and dad would be back soon. So I hot tailed it 
home, thinking like a clever teenager does, that 
if I peeled the potatoes and folded the washing 
they might let me go anyway.

Now Dad knew me better. Not long after they 
arrived home he asked me if I had been driving 
the car? First response (deny) Ð no (lie). Dad 
then told me he had taken the mileage before 
they left. Second response (defence and dig a 
bigger hole) É Dad, you must have taken the 
mileage wrong, I have not been driving the car 
(lie again). By now Dad was mad and I have 
never ever forgotten the next line that caught me 
Ð no way out ... ÒAnna, the motorÕs warm!Ó

With that I took off, but I had nowhere to run 

When I was One, I had just begun. When I 
was Two, I was hardly new. When I was Three, 
I was barely me. When I was Four, I was not 
much more. When I was Five, I was just alive. 

But now I am Six, I’m as clever as clever. So I 
think I’ll be Six now forever and ever.”

Ð he had proof. I was in trouble, big trouble.  
Dad made if fairly clear to me (yip he tanned 
my hide), if you do something thatÕs wrong and 
get away with it, then lucky me. But itÕs more 
likely that you will get caught and when you 
do Ð tell the truth, donÕt dig a hole, or duck for 
cover, or blame someone else. Because eventually 
the truth comes out. After learning the hard 
way Ð I can honestly say I never ever lied to my 
father again Ð no matter what I did, I was always 
honest. And if I really didnÕt want him to know, 
IÕd ask him not to ask (to protect his sanity).

Back then I held no responsibility, but my 
parents did Ð it was me. Now I must lead by 
example and instil in my children the same 
very lesson (not that I can tan their hides as 
punishment, removing the cell phone has a far 
more painful and lasting effect Ð trust me).

In the big adult world it is no different. So when 
public Þ gures deny or delay the inevitable by 
avoiding the question in front of the glaring 
media, what they are effectively doing is digging 
themselves an even bigger grave.  

Why do people in high places think the best 
course of action is to say nothing, or try and fend 
off the media wolves. It never works Ð because 
the media is a powerful tool. It will wear you 
down and you will pay the consequences.

But what they fail to get is that they are doing 
far more damage than they realise. They are 
teaching the next generation of leaders that 
itÕs okay to stretch the truth to save their skins. 
Children work out Þ bs at an early age Ð letÕs face 
it, by six they are as clever as clever.  

Now Mr Jones, I have no sympathy for you Ð nor 
do you expect any from me or anyone else.  You 
fronted and you did it quickly and came out in 
a better light than your colleagues. DonÕt think 
I, like all the other women in this world, donÕt 
know exactly what you were doing. When I donÕt 
want my partner to know what IÕm buying, I 
certainly donÕt put it on the joint credit card. I 
can only think you were taught the same lesson 
as my father taught me. If anyone can learn from 
Mr Jones and my teenage escapade Ð itÕs if you 
get caught, and there is evidence, then just admit 
it, say sorry and accept the consequence. 

If nothing more you will sleep at night and 
dream of being six again.

Oil spills gush into the ocean.
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Wheelers And Dealers Of Art

Artists need art dealers. That is a simple 
necessity for a healthy art scene.  While some 
artists are brilliant at self-promotion, most 
are better off concentrating on creating, 
leaving the selling to a specialist. 

A good dealer is much more than a kind of 
high-class vacuum cleaner salesperson. The 
best dealers are in the business because of a 
genuine love of art. They do have a strong 
inß uence upon what happens in local art as 
they help to shape the market by what they 
exhibit. 

Much depends on their judgement and 
integrity as they sometimes walk the line 
between what they know is good and what 
they know is saleable Ð not always the same 
thing. I recall one artist who works quite 
slowly resisting the urging of his dealer to 
speed up production.

There are a number of local artists who are 
full-time professionals, but most rely on other 
jobs for a living. However, they still need 
to sell work. To be any good at art you have 
to work at it continuously. A growing stack 

Roy Dunningham
Columnist

ceramics, jewellery and sculpture on sale 
as well as paintings. Artists who show there 
include Piera McArthur, Geoffrey Fuller, 
Garry Currin, Esther Smith, Francois Aires, 
Brent Forbes and Rosemary Mortimer. After 
fourteen years in the business, Statements also 
has the distinction of being easily the longest 
operating local gallery.

For many years Judith Anderson was a leading 
dealer in Auckland and she uses her contacts 
and experience to bring some of our most 
interesting and challenging artists to her 
Maraekakaho Judith Anderson Gallery. Luise 
Fong, Paratene Matchitt, Peter James Smith, 
Derryn George, Michael Smither and James 
Robinson are some of the sculptors and 
painters who show there.

Paper works Gallery is probably the least 
well known of this group of galleries, but 
it is well worth taking the ß ight of stairs to 
its Þ rst ß oor rooms in Emerson St. Napier.  
Its stock in trade is, as the name indicates, 
mainly but not exclusively, works on paper 
É i.e. drawings, screen prints, etchings 
and lithographs. For the buyers this means 
works by leading artists at much lower prices 
than you might pay for paintings by these 
artists.  The stock list is an AladdinÕs cave of 
contemporary New Zealand artists: Michel 
Tuffery, Philip Trusttum, Eion Stevens, Matt 
Couper, Tony de Latour, Gary Waldrom, Bill 
Hammond and Philippa Blair to name a 
few of them. You could lose hours here just 
browsing.

So why buy an original art work? For 
investment? Forget it É unless you really 

Statements Gallery: Geoffrey Fuller, Out Tide,  acrylic on board.

ABOVE: Paper-Works: Matthew 
Couper, 1st December 2009, Oil on 
metal   20.5 x 17 cm.

LEFT: Black Barn Gallery: Paul 
Dibble, The Pose,  cast patinated 
bronze.

BELOW: Judith Anderson Gallery: 
Darryn George, Untitled, oil on 
canvas.

of unsold work against the studio wall is a 
heavy disincentive to keep going and good 
quality art materials are expensive. 

Besides, talk is cheap. Anyone can tell you 
that your work is great, but when they reach 
for their cheque book or credit card that is 
probably the most sincere compliment that 
you can get.

Dealers will generally cater for a certain style 
or niche of art in their gallery and should 
work at building up the trust and conÞ dence 
of viewers interested in that style. 

Here are some of the most interesting local 
dealer galleries and the sort of artworks you 
would Þ nd in them.

Black Barn, although part of the winery 
complex, is a fully operating, professional 
gallery. It was founded with the idea 
of bringing work from the very best of 
contemporary New Zealand artists to 
HawkeÕs Bay. Their stable of nationally 
known artists makes impressive reading and 
it includes Shane Cotton, Karl Maughan, 

Paul Dibble, John 
Reynolds, Dick Frizzell 
and Freeman White, as 
well as local artists such 
as Martin Poppelwell. 
For most of the year 
individual artists are 
exhibited each month, 
but over winter there are 
changing displays from 
the storeroom.

Statements in Napier has 
a high proÞ le location 
and gets more pavement 
trafÞ c than the other 
dealer galleries. It features 
mainly good middle of 
the road, contemporary 
art with glassware, 

know what you are doing or take very good 
advice. The days of buying an up and coming 
McCahon or Hotere for a song and then 
cashing up years later are largely gone. If you 
buy wisely though, your purchase should hold 
or even accrue in value, which is more than 
you can say for a new car. But investment is a 
terrible reason for buying an art work. 

Much more importantly, if you buy well, you 
will have a friend for life on your wall. Like a 
good friend, it will challenge and inform you, 
charm and entertain you and even niggle you 
occasionally. It will be something distinctive 
and individual in your home and will reward 
you every time you look at it. 

So, go ahead, take the plunge! Go on.
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Democracy Looks Other WayFlexing Muscular Imagination

Beloved, my health insurance company and 
City Fitness have been conspiring against me. 
As a result it has been decided that I must now 
join a gym. I love free will. 

A similar situation occurred when Beloved and 
I bought my father-in-lawÕs car. When I say ÒIÓ 
and Òfather-in-law,Ó I actually mean ÒBeloved 
and mother-in-law worked out all the details, 
price and timeline while father-in-law and I 
looked on jadedly and ended up with newer 
cars and less money.Ó

HawkeÕs Bay is a reasonably trim region. 
Perhaps itÕs the Þ ne climate and pleasant 
surrounding landscape that induce people into 
willingly walking, running, swimming and 
cycling around the place. Sport still makes up a 
large portion of our spare time as well. 

Perhaps its just because of the outdoorsy Òkiwi 
wayÓ that we do not suffer so greatly from the 
girth of inaction as, say, Texas, whose average 
weight per capita has headed alarmingly 
upwards to somewhere near the weight of one 
of its smaller fellow states (as in the landmass, 
rather than the population). 

There is always room for improvement, of 
course. I lost count years ago of the number of 
people who live closer to town than Beloved 
and I, yet still drive shorter distances than 
we walk daily. Less driving could also make 
crossing the roads into town less of a life-
altering / shortening experience.

The number of gyms in HawkeÕs Bay has 
ballooned over the years, with an even bigger 
spike in the number of ÒWomen OnlyÓ exercise 
establishments. This struck me as a bit odd and 
biased. But when I asked anyone of the female 
persuasion if that was the case, why we do not 
have ÒMen OnlyÓ gyms, I was called sexist, 
chauvinist and threatened with blunt force 
neutering. Ouch!  

While I will never be voted ÒWorldÕs Sexiest 
Column Writer,Ó I am mostly happy with my 
body. I have never once worried as to whether 
this font made my butt look big. 

You could go so far as to say my six foot, 
eight inches of chiseled delusion was a temple 
(providing the deity it honored was big on 
cheeseburgers, chocolate and coffee). 

This would help when Beloved complains 
that I am not eating healthily enough. I 
could respond, ÒIÕm not eating; IÕm making a 
sacriÞ cial offering!Ó 

Beloved is more excited about this new 
adventure than I am, as you can probably tell. 
I am, though, looking forward to being able to 
see my feet more often and getting something 
they call ÒbicepsÓ (typing requires very little 
upper arm strength). 

Give me a few months (and major advances in 
cosmetic surgery) and I may even begin to look 
a little akin to Daniel CraigÕs Adonis-like James 
Bond emerging out of the Caribbean Sea. 
What?! Dreams are free!

So you will soon see us stretching, pilate-ing, 
cross-training, swiss balling and pumping 
iron in a gym near you. Please come up and 
say Hi. IÕll try not to be too intimidating with 
the raw muscular power of my imagination 
as I struggle to stay upright on a swiss ball or 
treadmill. 

Once or twice a decade, I come up with 
something slightly clever. My latest glimmer 
of wisdom  centres around the unjustiÞ ed 
dismissal of the Canterbury Regional Council. 

The present National-led Government has 
forgotten, as its infamous 
predecessor Robert 
Muldoon, that New 
Zealanders fought against 
fascism, not for it. Those 
headstones stretching from 
Anzac Cove to  Monte 
Cassino mark the graves of men who died 
to preserve democracy É and not part-time 
democracy when its suits the ruling elite.

Back to me. Four years ago, the Labour-led 
crypto fascist regime sacked the HawkeÕs Bay 
District Health Board, because the DHB had 
uncovered criminal behaviour by some very 
senior staff. Since one of the bad guys was 
married to the minister of health and another 
had worked with the Prime Minister, the 
government sacked the good guys, rewarded 
the bad guys, lied about the whole thing 
under parliamentary privilege and put in 
a stooge to make it all look kosher. Helen 
Clarke got the number three job at the UN, 
teaching the rest of the world how to run a 
notional democracy while protecting crooks 
in your cabinet. 

But back to me. At the time, I could not 

Tim Gilbertson
Columnist

Andrew Frame
Columnist

understand why the National Members of  
Parliament did not raise merry hell about 
this travesty of justice. It was ammunition 
from heaven for a politician and if handled 
correctly should have led to the government 

falling, as it deserved to 
do. But Messers Foss and 
Tremain did nothing. They 
didnÕt back the Bay. They 
colluded with the Hoods in 
Wellington.       

This is where my Sherlock 
Holmes gene comes in. I worked out the 
answer.

I deduced that if they got stuck in and stood 
up for freedom and democracy, that when 
National got into the tutae themselves, as they 
were sure to do at some future date, Labour 
would deal to them in spades what they might 
now deal out to Labour. So they shut  up.

And  clever me É I was right. 

Four years later, National have dealt to the 
Canterbury Regional Council just like Labour 
did to our DHB. And Labour are saying 
nothing, because of the unspoken deal that 
let them shaft HawkeÕs Bay all those years ago 
while National looked the other way.

And I worked that out all by myself back in 
2007. Sometimes, even if I say so myself, I am 
not too many sandwiches short of a picnic.  

Does this mean that our leaders are 
unconscionable rogues? One must draw 
oneÕs own conclusions as one packs the 
picnic basket. Personally, every Anzac 
day and beyond I am reminded of how 
much we talk about that fragile ß ower 
we call freedom, and how seldom we 
water it through the hot dry summers 
of political intrigue.

Then, for another decade, I anxiously 
await my next moment of cleverness É 
or a rough approximation thereof. 

ANZAC Cove, Gallipoli, Turkey.

Time to realise the power of exercise.
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Dear Friend,

For three years now, since July 2007, 
BayBuzz has provided unique and in-depth 
coverage of key issues affecting all of us 
here in Hawke’s Bay. 

Issues I know you care about -- where 
do your rates $$ go … how is our water 
supply and quality jeopardized … is the 
sports park another Splash Planet … are 
our precious beaches and soils really safe 
from developers … can’t we market our 
region better … what’s gone wrong at 
Cranford Hospice?

On issues like these, BayBuzz doesn’t 
just report … we prod, probe and persist, 
agitate and advocate … and help you 
to keep councillors’ and other decision-
makers’ feet to the Þ re.

I’m proud of the leadership role BayBuzz 
has played Þ ghting to protect Ocean 
Beach, to improve the quality of our 
rivers, to force more transparency and 
accountability upon our councils, and to 
get Cranford back on its historic course.

But did you know…both the BayBuzz 
website and the BayBuzz Digest monthly 
newspaper are volunteer efforts!  It’s 
all a labour of love: thousands of hours 
of council watch-dogging and research, 
writing and editing, donated by our more 
than 75 writers and guest authors to bring 
you the insights, information, analysis – 
and occasional entertainment – that make 
BayBuzz so distinctive. And, we hope, 
relevant, useful and thought-provoking.    

We want to make BayBuzz even better, but 
we need your support to make it happen. 
Love alone won’t get the job done!

So, I’m asking you to become a BayBuzz 
Friend. Join our small legion of BayBuzz 
Friends who have donated so far in 
amounts from $25 to over $1,000 to 

support a fresh voice in Hawke’s Bay to 
speak out on the issues and to help hold 
our elected ofÞ cials accountable.

By making an annual contribution, you can 
help us cover the hard costs of printing, 
delivery, web design and hosting, and 
everything else we do to produce our daily 
online articles (900 and counting) and 
to get BayBuzz Digest to at least 10,000 
homes each month.  

In return for your contribution, we’ll mail 
each edition of BayBuzz Digest to your 
door, so delivery is guaranteed even if you 
have a “no circulars” notice. Of course, 
access to our daily blog and recently-
expanded website, 
www.baybuzz.co.nz, remains free.

BayBuzz also receives important Þ nancial 
support from a cadre of Þ fty-plus (and 
growing) advertisers who don’t mind 
being associated with a bit of cage-rattling.

If you operate a business, that’s an 
alternative way you can help.

Finally, our efforts are helped immensely 
by the feedback we constantly get by 
mail, email, blog comments, calls and 
face-to-face chats on the street from 
folks who offer information, expertise, 
encouragement and, yes, even criticism.

All this combined effort, complementing 
the work of many activists of much longer 
community standing, has had impact. 
Councils know they’re being watched like 
never before. Thanks to all of you who 
read, agitate and – I hope – contribute. 
BayBuzz looks forward to year four. There 
are heaps more cages to be rattled … 
especially in this local election year.

Cheers, 

Tom Belford,

Editor.

Hi Tom,

I’d like to help BayBuzz deepen its coverage, especially in 
this election year. Enclosed Þ nd my contribution for:

�R $30  �R $50  �R $100 
�R Other __________
OR
�R I’ll use electronic transfer to make a monthly 
direct-deposit of $ _______________

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________

Mail to: BayBuzz, PO Box 8322, Havelock North 4157
To contribute via electronic bank transfer, please credit: 
BayBuzz, BNZ acct. no. 02-0655-0083775-000

CAPE COAST VISION 
(ARTICLE P.4-5)

Residents of Haumoana, Te Awanga 
and Clifton have a plan they say 
can save the coast at modest cost, 
bene Þ ting the entire region. Do you 
support their plan? (Tick one)

�R I support the “Cape Coast” vision.
�R I support their plan only if it costs other 
 ratepayers little or nothing.
�R I do not support their plan.
�R Undecided.

REGIONAL ASSETS HOLDING 
COMPANY 
(ARTICLE P.2)

The Regional Council proposes a new 
body to hold certain of the Council’s 
tangible assets (for now, principally 
the Port of Napier) and oversee the 
business development of these assets. 
Other assets might be added, such 
as the water storage infrastructure 
envisioned for Central Hawke’s Bay and 
the Council’s growing forestry holdings. 
The holding company would aim to 
achieve improved Þ nancial returns for 
ratepayers through income-producing 
infrastructure investments right here 
in the region.
Do you support establishment of such 
a holding company? (Tick one)

�R Yes, but only if a majority (or all) of its 
 directors are elected Regional   
 Councillors.
�R Yes, but only if a majority (or all) of its 
 directors are drawn from the commercial 
 sector.
�R No, I do not support the proposed  
 holding company.
�R Don’t have enough information.

CRANFORD GOVERNANCE 
(ARTICLE P.1)

The DHB will decide in roughly one 
month how Cranford will be governed 
going forward, and in particular what 
role, if any, Presbyterian Support should 
play. What is your preferred approach? 
(Tick one)

�R I don’t want PSEC involved in Cranford 
 at all in the future; they bear too much 
 responsibility for the state of affairs. 
 I’d like to see a new and independent 
 trust run Cranford.
�R I think PSEC has “cleaned house”  
 and deserves another opportunity  
 to run Cranford.
�R I would support some representation 
 from PSEC in future Cranford   
 governance, so long as it is of a minority 
 nature.
�R Undecided.

NEXT MAYOR OF HASTINGS 
(ARTICLE P.1, 6-7)

If you were voting today, whom would 
you select as mayor of Hastings? 
Hastings District residents only, please! 
(Tick one)

�R Wayne Bradshaw
�R Murray Douglas
�R Simon Nixon
�R Des Ratima
�R Lawrence Yule
�R Other ______________________
�R Undecided

Details optional:

Name: _________________________

Community you live in:

________________________________

WANTED:WANTED:
YOUR OPINIONYOUR HELP

Please return your ballot to: 
BayBuzz, PO Box 8322, Havelock North 4157. 
Or, use our online ballot at www.baybuzz.co.nz 

… it’s quick and easy.

This issue of BayBuzz Digest examines a 
number of issues on which you might have an 

opinion … maybe a strong one!
We invite you to use this ballot to indicate your views. 

Alternatively, you can respond to the same questions using 
our online survey at www.baybuzz.co.nz. 

Either way, we’ll pass your views along to the relevant 
decision-makers ... and report the results in our next edition.


