David Mackintosh
Candidate, Hastings Council
Kahuraniki Ward

Only growth we can afford
Sitting Hastings District councillor Mick Lester may have thought getting re-elected would be a shoo-in after switching to the vacant Kahuranaki ward (Derek Brownrigg is retiring), but he didn’t bank on David Mackintosh putting his name forward. 

Mackintosh is well known in the ward, having grown up on a family farm at Waimarama which he describes as his tūrangawaewae.
He’s had a varied career, enrolling for teacher training and then working as a sheep farmer, horticulturalist and in sales and marketing roles in Hawke’s Bay before establishing the Kiwi Wool business at Stortford Lodge 11 years ago. His most recent community work was initiating the Freemasons Charity Walk, which raised over $130,000 towards the Little Elms Project to provide accommodation for children with cancer.
Mackintosh says proposed development of land at Ocean Beach, the sale of Nelson Park, and planning for the Hawke’s Bay Regional Sports Park were issues that triggered his interest in standing for Council.
“I was dismayed to see the Council get involved with a private developer and commit substantial sums of ratepayers money to their plans for Ocean Beach. 
“I was also opposed to the sale of Nelson Park and, when the sports park project came along, I thought here we go again. I think it is an absolute scandal that the council went on to pay another developer, Kelt Capital, $685 thousand to carry out fundraising for the new sports park, irrespective of results. This Council seems to think we are a bottomless pit – it has a cavalier attitude to ratepayers’ money.”
He’s also concerned about the amount the Council’s paying out each month to support facilities like Splash Planet and the Hawke’s Bay Opera House.

“I think the Opera House is a great asset and the proposed Velodrome could be a huge drawcard for Hastings, but it has to be self-supporting. I am all in favour of growth but only if we can afford it.”
If elected, Mackintosh says he will be keeping a close eye on all development plans to ensure they are not a drain on ratepayers.

Mackintosh describes Lawrence Yule as ‘a good fellow who does have Hastings at heart’ but says the Mayor has let business get too close to him and been compromised as a result. He also believes the Council has become stale.

“I’m suspicious of some councillors. I think a lot of them stay there because they need the income.” 

Re-engaging a community that ‘feels disengaged from the Council processes is a high priority for Mackintosh, who promises more sincere and open consultation if he becomes the Kahuranaki representative.  
He will also be focused on protecting productive land and resources, such as Hawke’s Bay’s rivers which ‘are not being well looked after’, and on addressing erosion and reserve issues at Waimarama.

Mackintosh says he’s been through the ‘rough and tumble’ of life and would bring a balanced perspective to the Council table on ‘how we should grow according to what we can afford’. 

He says the timing is right for him to enter politics, in terms of his age and life experience, and he is well qualified to represent Kahuranaki. 

“Kiwi Wool is a family business, so I will have plenty of support to free me up to concentrate on Council work, but it will also be a great asset in my role as a councillor. The business interfaces between the rural sector and town, giving me valuable insights into the dynamics of both communities.”
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