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Youth issues, untidiness spoiling it for the rest

The look and feel of both Havelock North and Hastings business areas requires some fresh thinking to help change youth behaviour and lift business presentation and profile, says Scott Henderson, a contender for the Havelock North ward.
Henderson, a retired bank manager, believes he will bring “experience, maturity, sanity and level-headedness” to the Hastings District Council and wants to help sort out the issues that are spoiling it for the majority.
Economically Hastings is the prime city but doesn’t get the same publicity or recognition as its sister city; even the national weather and news invariably point to ‘the Napier situation’, he says. Hastings could do with a better profile, but needs to sharpen up its presentation to become more appealing. “It could do with a bit of a brush up. Its buildings are looking dowdy and while they do a wonderful job with flowers during the summer period, there’s still a lot of untidiness,” says Henderson .
Meanwhile Havelock North Village, which has a unique character that he’s keen to see retained and developed, is being spoiled by groups of youth, drinking and acting out in the early hours of the weekend morning. “Rubbish carts are overturned, stuff is left around the churches, people living in the annex to St Luke’s Church claim they have to move out of their bedrooms to sleep because of the racket and the nonsense and streets have to be sluiced down the next morning.”
He notes that Havelock North has developed a reputation as ‘the place to be’ on a Saturday night and it’s not just locals causing problems. “This has to be sorted out. We’re getting outside influences with people from Taradale and Napier coming in and this distracts from the otherwise good reputation the village has,” says Henderson.
He says there is clearly a lack of things for young people to do. In conjunction with the Hastings District Council he wants to talk with local young people and come up with a plan for alternatives, including new facilities and options for entertainment.
“They need to realise this is their village too and they’re wrecking it and upsetting other residents. We need to do something about that so they don’t simply keep getting boozed up on a Saturday night.”
Henderson has a strong record of community involvement being on the Hastings Alzheimer’s Committee, has been part of the fundraising team for Cranford Hospice for the last 24-years, and is past chairman of Radio Kidnappers Community Trust. As a member of Havelock North Rotary he was also part of the Peak Project which developed Te Mata Peak from a paddock with a trig station to its present state.

He sees also himself as something of a watchdog to ensure rates don’t continue to skyrocket, something he says, has a detrimental impact on old and young families and pensioners in particular. “With the increase in GST coming up, for example, I want to make sure the Council doesn’t take advantage and put rates up unnecessarily.”
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